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Das Jahr 1908 liegt noch verschleiert vor uns. Die Verhaltnisse, in 
denen das alte Jahr die deutsche Sache zuriickgelassen hat, erwecken in 
uns die Hoffnung, dass der Schleier noch Sehoneres nnd Besseres fiir sie 
birgt, als das Jahr 1907 ihr geboten. Dass diese Hoffnung zur Wahrheit 
werde, dazu bedarf es nnser aller Eingreifen und Mithiilfe. 

M. G. 



The Training of the Teacher of German.^ 



By John Eiselmeier, Nat'I German-American Teachers' Seminary, MilT^^aukee. 



There has been a marked improvement in the training of teachers in 
this country during the last 25 years. Wisconsin, in particular, has made 
ample provision for its future teachers in establishing a number of 
normal schools and in creating a department of pedagogy at the 
university. 

The training of the teacher of German must include all those 
studies which are now pursued in the high and normal schools by those 
who desire to become teachers. But it must also include the German 
language. The teacher of German must have a perfect command of this 
language. This seems so self-evident that it may sound absurd; yet I 
am compelled to lay great stress on this. 

A perfect command of the language includes (1) a thuro training,, 
theoretical and practical, in the phonology of the language. The teacher 
must know how the various sounds of the language are produced; pre- 
cisely which organs of speech are active in their production, and how 
the most common errors of pronunciation may be overcome. He must 
also have such practical training in speaking the language that his pro- 
nunciation may well be accepted by his pupils as a model. It seems to 
me that this branch of the language is at present neglected. It is not an 
uncommon thing to hear teachers who do not distinguish between the 
German and English sounds represented by the letter ^^w^% as in 
^'Wasser" and 'Vater'^; or ^V^, as in *^^run^^ und "rennen^^; or ^T^, as in 
^liive" and "leben"'. The TJmlaute a, o, ii und au are too frequently 
poorly pronounced, as in "Liste'^ for "Liiste"; "Hefe'^ for "Hofe'^; 
"Ehre^^ for "Ahre^^; "Meise" for "Mause". The sounds represented by 
the letters ^^ch^^ become either "k" or "sh'', and the pronoun "ich'' then 
becomes either ^^ik" or "ish"; ^'z^' is frequently softened Aowa to "s'^ as 
in "seigen^' for ^^^leigen". 



* Paper read before the German Conference of tbe Wisconsin Teachers* 
Association, held at Milwaukee, Nov. 8th, 1907. 
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Of course, there are a few disputed points in German pronuncia- 
tion, as for instance, the final "g^'. But if you ask, whether or not we 
have a standard of pronunciation in German, I reply by asking, if there 
is one in every instance in English. The Standard Dictionary contains 
a list of words headed "disputed pronunciations'^ which fills 21 pages. 
Surely we have the same degree of uniformity in German. One of the 
following works should be in the hands of every teacher and its contents 
should be mastered: Hempl, German Orthography and Phonology, Ginn 
& Company. Grandgent, German and English Sounds, Ginn & Com- 
pany. Victor, Phonetik und Orthoepie, Heilbronn, Henninger. Michae- 
lis, Abriss der dcutschen Lautkunde, Jjcipzig, Haberland. 

A perfect command of the language includes (2) a thuro knowledge 
of the grammar. Theory is not sufficient. A teacher may be able to 
decline every noun and conjugate every verb; he may be able to give all 
the rules concerning the use of the prepositions, j^et he may be unable to 
use the correct forms in speaking. Grammar is a science, speaking is an 
art. The training in this art must be so thuro that the teacher is able 
to speak the language fluently. He must be able to conduct his 
work entirely in the German language. I would go so far as to say that 
he must be able to teach other subjects, as history or German literature, 
in the German language. 

Again, the German of the teacher must be free from Anglicisias, in 
word order as well as in the choice of idioms. Here certainly is a field 
for improvement. x\nglicisms are far too common. "F ii r einige Tage 
nach Milwaukee gehen" for "A u f einige Tage nach Milwaukee gehen" ; 
"ich wohne m i t meinen Eltern" for "ich wohne b e i meinen Eltern" ; 
"das Buch gehort z u ihm" for "das Buch gehort ihm" ; "in d i e s e m 
W e g e fand er seinen Tod" for "so fand er seinen Tod" ; "sie f r a g t e 
ihn fiir Geld" for "sie bat ihn um Geld". Since the correct use of 
fhe prepositions is difficult, special attention must be paid to that part 
of grammar. 

But I repeat it, theoretical grammar is insufficient; the teacher must 
prove his proficiency in it by speaking a correct German, so that he may 
<-onduet his work entirely in the German language. 

The question may be asked, is it possible to train teachers, so that 
they may reach this degree of proficiency in the language? If anywhere 
in this country, it must be possible in this state. With a course in Ger- 
man extending thru eight veara in the common schools, many pupils 
enter the high schools M^ith a fair knowledge of the language. If these 
pupils take an advanced course in the high schools and continue the 
subject in the normal schools, they surely must be able to speak the 
language correctly, if German has ])een the medium of instruction, not 
only in the common schools, but also in the high and normal school. 
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But there is the rub! Generally speaking, English is used as the 
medium of instruction in our high schools and must, of course, be the 
language of instruction in the normal schools. The pupils can not, under 
these conditions, obtain the necessary degree of fluency in the language 
they are to teach. The reason German is not used in the class room to a 
greater extent is the fact that many of our teachers of German do not 
Themselves possess a speaking knowledge of the language. I should be 
glad if this statement were erroneous. To prove it so, let the discussion 
which is to follow this paper, be carried on in German. 

The teacher must be able to write a German composition or paper ; 
his German is to be free from Anglicisms and non-German idioms. 

The teacher of German must be familiar with the history and 
geography of Germany. In the study of history, modern history naturally 
occupies a much larger share of attention than former periods do. I 
believe that this subject should be studied in tire German language. No 
better opportunity can be given in speaking the language than is given 
in this manner. 

What would be the training of the teacher of German without a 
knowledge of the literature of Germany? I believe that this subject 
should be studied in the German language for the same reasons as those 
given for history. But the study of literature should be more than dates 
and names of writers and their works. It should give the future teacher 
an opportunity to become acquainted with the writings of the leading 
modern writers. While I do not wish to say that Schiller and Lessing 
and the other poets are to be neglected, I do most emphatically say that 
the teacher should know one or more works of writers like Keller, Haupt- 
mann, Frenssen, Rosegger and others. I believe that "Der grune Hein- 
rich", "Hilligenlei" and "Die Forsterbuben'^ will give the teacher a 
tetter idea of modern German than "Gotz von Berlichingen" or "Miss 
Sara Sampson". Over 100 years have passed since the classic writers of 
Germany have written and the German language has developed since 
that time. But eliminate names, dates and lists of works as much as 
possible. I would rather have the teacher read one book each of ten 
writers than learn the names of 50 with a list of their works. 

The teacher of German must know something about the methods of 
teaching modern languages. He must know to what extent the move- 
ment started by Professor Vietor of Marburg has borne fruit in modify- 
ing the teaching of modern languages in Europe. He must also be 
aware that there has been a breaking away from the old grammar 
methods in this country. The teacher should be familiar with some text 
book along these modern lines, so that he can form his own opinion as to 
the value of this movement. 
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There must be connected with each normal school a model school in 
wliich the future teacher may show his teaching ability; some of his 
praolice teaching to be entirely in the German language. 

But valuable and indispensable as this preparation is, it is by no 
means all that is required to make a teacher of German. The things 
above enumerated are necessary, but they are technical; there is some- 
thing else which is even more essential, and that is the spirit. There 
jjiust be created and cultivated in the future teacher of German in tlie 
course of his training a sympathetic attitude which enables him to ap- 
preciate the valuable cultural elements which German possesses. Anta- 
gonistic and critical inclinations toward German life must be eliminated. 
The teacher must learn that by teaching the German language he is not 
only to impart to liis pupils a new language, but to open to them a wide 
vista; to open to them channels thru which new cultural elements may 
flow into their being; that while acquiring a knowledge of tlie language, 
they may also absorb German thuroness, German love for beauty and 
order, the German spirit of research for its own sake, German idealism, 
and above all that German characteristic "Gemiit'^ for which we have 
not even a commonly accepted designation in the English language; 
and that by absorbing these valuable elements they may enlarge and im- 
prove their own culture. 

Unless the teacher has himself absorbed and acquired this apprecia- 
tive spirit in the course of his training, he will be unable to pass it on, 
for this spirit can not be obtained from books; it must come from per- 
sonal contact; it must emanate from the teacher as heat does from a 
luminous body. And this spirit will then, when once kindled, like the 
sacred fire of the vestals, never cease to glow and illumine. 

The following theses are submitted: 

1. The training of the teacher of German must include all the 
branches pursued by teachers generally. 

2. It must include a thuro training in the German language. 

3. This training must include phonology, grammar, the arts of 
speaking and writing the language, history and geography of 
Germany, and German literature. 

4. It must include methods of teaching modern languages, and a 
sufficient amount of practice teaching. 

5. It must also include that, which for want of a better term, T will 
call Germanization. 



